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UPDATE, APDMEN Distance Education Trial ‘*‘I :
August 17, 1998

By Ryutaro Manabe, Main Coordinator of the Project

'Slomething 'goes well, but some others, slowly. Anyway, we are working towards a trial run.
Please let me updata progress information on APDMEN Distance Education Trial. Will you

forward this UPDATE to your president, rector and every person concerned W1th the prOJect in

your lI'lStl[U[l_OD..

We have decided to start the Project with Suranaree and Angeles for the time being expecting
Surabaya and UP will join us later. Sorry, but Azahari of UPM hasn t gave me any responses -

via emall since the Shanghai Meetmg. Does anyone of you get in touch with his recently?

1. General Information of the Project o
The official agreement to be made between NTT and BU are now bemg arranged I wrote in

the last UPDATE of July 22 that we will make a contract with NTT in two weeks, but it took
more time for us. Each participating university (participant, hereafter) w;ll be asked to JOIH the

project as a partner. A document for joining the project will be sent to each participant later,

Here is the outline of the relallonshlp between NTT and us. The AMF’s free offer of 'Satellite:
network from Japan to Asian countries initiated our prO)ect as the attached figure shows ((1) in
Figure 1). And then, NTT offers rece;vmg facilities (Integra[ed Receiver Decorder, IRD and
Receiving Adapter, Rx-ADP, (2) in Figure 1) to partlcapants outside of Japan. For. rentil}g-

these facilities each pamczpant will be asked to make a contract with NTT.

Other equipment necessary for receiving sites ((3) in Figure 1) must be procured by
participating universities at their own cost from local vendors.  Bunkyo will not be in chérge of
_supplying equipment to participants. If you wish, I will introduce you a contact person of N I I

NTT wiil make arrangemem for participants to purchase some equxpment if necessary

lf any eqmpmem at your site gets out of order, you have to deal wnh the trouble by yourse[f |
w1th the help of t“he vendo; who supplies the equipment in question. NTT will be rcsponsrble"

only for the equipment they offer.

Our MOU between NTT and proposals of agreements to be made between BU and I‘your



institution will be shown to you in.a week or two.

2. Present Status
(1) Replying to my requests sent on July 1 and 22, SUT and Angeles have already given me
detailed information on equipment at their sites. Then, NTT staff has called the technical staff
of Suranaree and Angeles to hear directly about local situations. A couple of persons of NTT

will visit SUT and Angeles at the end of Augu'st to check their receiving sites.

(2) After NTT sﬂaff made field check at receiving sites and the arrangements at transmitting site
at BU Tokyo Ca:mpus are ready, we would like make a dry run, that is, we wish to send our talks’
. (I ) ; .

to you.

(3) ISDN. At present AMF has the only one way Satellite link-from Tokyo to Asian countries.
We are planning to use the Desk Top Conference System (Picture-Tel or Phoenix) through
ISDN for both way visnﬁl and video communications. But the survey by NTT and
KDD(Overseas Telephone Corporation of Japan) shows no service is available at Angé_(lg'sf. If
ISDN service is not avéilable, we have to use telephone and e-mail for simult.aneous

communication between BU and receiving sites with the transmission of sessions from BU.

(4) As I wrote to you before we are planning to send at least one or two sessions to you through.

the AMF Satellite before the APDMEN Board Meeting at Yuanan.

3. The Contents of Trial F’rogram )
‘We are planning to send ten to twenty sessions to participating universities. Some faculty ‘
~members of Faculty of Information Studies at BU mc!udmg a couple’ of non-Japanese
voluntarily wanted to join our project in preparing and sending sessions. Each of more than
twenty professors at BU wili give a session of introducing his/her course which will be open to
APDMEN member universities in the near future through Distance Education Program. So the
entire sessions of the Trial will consist a catalog of the future program. [ am sorry but [ gannot :
introduce you the contents right now as the person in charge of arranging sessions didlno-t gave

me memo before the summer vacation.

4. APDMEN Board Meeting at Yunnan Umversury
The APDMEN Board will meet in the afternoon of Friday, October 23 at the UNESCO PROAP-
AUAP-YU International conference to be held at Yunnan University, Kunmmg, Yunnanr‘Chma

on Qctober 20-23.  You may have already received invitation from Yunnan. You can get the

S



same information at the Web page (UB,L,-//www,#'nu.edu.cn). But Yunnan has disclosed the

‘minimum information on the conference Professor Nakamura, Co- Chair of'APDMEN said

he wﬂl schedule the APDMEN Meeting on Fnday after the conference i is over around noon

5. Future Program

At the Shanghai Meeting we suggested we would request our government for the ODA
(Official Development Assistance) fund to contmue our dzstance educat;on experlments
from the next yearon. It revealed, however that it is very hard to get the fund for our
project. In spite of the tough economic sltuation ‘we are lookmg for any kmds of

‘assistance to our pro;ect from firms or organizations in Japan
One happy possiibility is that AMF is now planning to enhance its one way Satellite link

to two way communication links in the next year. If two way communications become‘

available we may possibly use them at an ample cost.

Knd of documernt



1. General System Design
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3. Execution drawing
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