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AN OPENING ADDRESS
of -
H.R.H. PRINCESS MAHA CHAKRI SIRINDHORN
At
THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE UNIVERSITY SUMMER SESSION
- 1999 PROGRAM, SURASAMMANAKHAN AUDITORIUM,
SURANAREE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY,
NAKHON RATCHASIMA 30000, THAILAND ,
28 JUNE 1999.

[ am delighted that Suranaree University of Technology in cooperation
with the International Space University has organized this International Space
University Summer Session 1999 Program , an intensive ten-week course for
post graduate students and young professionals of all disciplines.

This year in Thailand is still the year for celebrating His Majesty the
King’s Golden Jubilee. Throughout the last 50 years, His Majesty the King has
demonstrated himself to be the most capable of conjoining the cultures and
traditions of Thai society with the technologies of the West so,as to develop the
country and to assist the people, especially the rural poor. This has been most
evident in agriculture, irrigation_and water supply, and forest protection and
regeneration. He is engaged in sustainable development with due recognition to
Thainess, to promote self-help, and to achieve a balance between material and
spiritual development. This International Space University Summer Session
1999 Program can also contribute to His Majesty the King’s multifarious
activities for national as well as regional prosperity ,integrity and peace.

As we the Thai people prepare to enter the twenty-first century, our
society is in the midst of great technological changes and is faced with the
massive task of absorbing science and technology on a scale never before
experienced. Modern technology which encompasses technology for space
exploration has given society not only new power but also the responsibility to
use science and technology in a way that enhances the quality of life.

.. The age of space exploration which opened in the sixth decade of the 20
th century had permitted robot probes and then human beings venturing beyond
the limits of the Earth's atmosphere and landed on another celestial object, the
‘Moon.



Space exploration today includes the investigation of celestial objects
ranging in size from cosmic dust to the giant planets of the solar system and the
Sun itself. The conditions encountered in outer space also alter familiar
terrestrial processes, from simple chél}iicai reactions to complex biological
activities, and such effects are being explored to determine how they might
prove useful, as in crystallization and drug purification processes. In addition,
objects placed in orbit ‘around the Earth provide platforms both for
astronomical studies and for a wide range of scientific and practical activities
reluanng to the Earth's surface, including surveys of resources, studies of
weather processes, and the relaying of communications and television images
between distant points by remote sensing technology and satellite applications.
Our role is also to push the leading edge of remote sensing science and
technology for weather forecasts, disaster planing, and studying decadal and
centennial climatic change. All of these subject areas lie within the field of
space exploration.

[f everyone of us aspires for the common good and sets ourseves towards
achieving it, I hope with the advantages of space exploration technologies the
world can move forward into a more stable and peaceful coexistence among
various nations with enough space to live and resources to survive on the give-
and take basis.

With the academic program of core lectures, specialized lectures,
individual assignments, distinguished lectures, and designed projects, this
International Spacé University Summer Session promises good chances of
promoting space knowledge and understanding that will in turn benefit all
concerned in particular and mankind as a whole. I therefore wish the ISU
Summer Session 1999 great success.

Now it is an opportune time for me to declare the International Space
Uniyersity Summer Session 1999 Program at Suranaree University of
Technology open.

Thank vou.
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MESSAGE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

[t is indeed a great pleasure and honor for me to welcome to Thailand the
pariicipants, the distiﬁguished lecturers and resource persons as well as
the officials and staff of the International Space University of Strasbourg,
France during the International Space University Summer School
Program which will be hosted by Suranaree University of Technology at
Nakhon Ratchasima from 26 June to 4 September 1999.

I would like to join the academic and scientific community of Thailand,
in congratulating the Founders of the International Space University for
their vision of a peaceful, prosperous and boundless future through the
study, exploration and development of Space for the benefit of all
humanity. It is a rare privilege for Thailand to be the first country in
Southeast Asia to host this very preét.igious Summer School.

[ hope your stay in Thailand, although short would be most fruitful,
enjoyable as well as enriching and that you would leave with fond
" memories and a desire to revisit the many scenic places of Thailand and
share the aspirations of the Thai people.. May the Summer School serve

as a bridge of long lasting friendship between Thailand and the rest of
the world.
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MESSAGE OF THE MINISTER OF UNIVERSITY AFFAIRS

The Ministry of University Attairs of Thailand joins the government and
people of Thailand in extending a.very warm welcome to- the
participants, the guest lecturers and resource persons as well as the
officials and staff of the International Space University. It is indeed a
great privilege for one of the Universities "of Thailand, Suranaree
University of Technology, to host the International Space University
Summer School Program 99 from 26 June to 4 September.

The co-organization of this distinguished Summer School by a Thai
university provides the Ministry of University Affairs another .
opportunity to strengthen its program of internationalization of higher
education in the country. The Summer School would provide an
intérnational forum for borderless cooperation in the exploration of outer
space all for the betterment of life of all peoples of the world.

.I 'commend Suranaree University of Technology for developing this
collaboration with the International Space University and I hope this will

only be the first of many other joint activities in this precious
parternership.

[ wish all the participants and staff a very pleasant and productive
sojourn in Nakhon Ratchasima and that in spite the heavy schedule you
| would find some time to enjoy the other attractions of Thailand.



