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A SUMMARY OF FOREIGN VISIT TO SUT

25 May 1998 : 9.30 - 11.30

Visitors:

Dr. Kis Roger, Dean of Agriculture, Arkansas State University,
USA

and M.L. Poonsaeng Sutabutr, USIS (Bangkok).

Purposes of Visit:
To know SUT better
To explore areas of cooperation

To invite some of the SUT faculty staff to visit Arkansas State
University

Venue:

Saranithat Room, A-Building, Suranaree University of
Technology.

People Present:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pongchan Na Lampang, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Prasart Suebkha , Assoc. Prof. Dr. Terd Charoenwattana, Dr.
Dhirawit Pinyonatthagarn, and Mrs. Sukhuman Khampis.

Activities:

Welcoming & introduction, SUT VDO presentation, discussion
and exchange of ideas for future cooperation in the areas of
agriculture, animal and plant production, and other areas of
common interest, including exchange of faculty staff and
research students. Both sides expressed keen interest in the
cooperation, especially in the field of agriculture.

"
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M.L. Poonsaeng in some way helped moderate the discussion
for the benefits of SUT while Dr. Prasart, after saying “very
sorry” for the absence of SUT Rector Professor Dr. Wichit
Srisa-an who was on an urgent mission in Bangkok, explained
the main features of SUT internationalization of education:
international curriculum, international students, international
networking, and international activities. Dr. Pongchan and Dr.
Terd showed strong interest in agricultural cooperation and
exchange of staff and students. Dr. Dhirawit suggested that
formalization of the relations between the two universities
should be first established before any serious cooperation or
activity could be carried out. To facilitate the formalization, Dr.
Roger asked for a list of SUT international cooperation and a
draft of MOU/MOA between SUT and other foreign universities
to study and use as guideline for formalizing the SUT-ASU
relationship in the near future. Mrs. Sukhuman has provided Dr.
Roger with the needed document.

Personal Comments:

Though this is the first visit and the meeting was quite short,
both sides have expressed strong interest in each other. There
are several possibilities of cooperation. The future cooperation
seems bright. The remaining question is: Who will benefit
most?

By Dhirawit Pinyonatthagarn
Center for International Affairs
Suranaree University of Technology
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