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Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
gdxza
It. is my great pleasure and honor to be invited to talk
on “Internatioﬁalizatioﬁ of Higher Education in Asia a;h t.he
Pacifiec and the Policy of the Thai Government". May I, on behalf
of the Ministry of University Affairs, extend to you all my most

cordial welcome to Thailand.
l.Ladies and Gent.lemen :
Before moving to the theme of Internationalization of

Higher Education, let me point out. two significant. movements that

affect. the not.ion of higher education in Asia and the Pacific.



The first one is the so-called "Globalizat.ion movement"
arising both within and across the continents. 1In recent years,
we have seen increased efforts to render cooperation on the basis
of mutual bpnefitsfin terms of economic prosperity, political
stability and social well-being. We have also witnessed on 4
globalizat.ion movement., that led some countries to either drastic
change or exciting transitinn;{while some others are still
attempting to open up a new era of peaceful and productive
co-existence with other countries. Yet most important of all.
we have besun to feel the true sense of "Global Community"/
as countries worldwide have increasingly realized the need for
interdependencyﬁand graduﬁlly accepted and blended themselves

int.o the mainstream of new economic, social and political order.
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the establishment. of the; World Trade Organization following
the conclusion of the Uruguay Round, the Bogor declaration of
APEC’s 18 leaders from Asian and Pacific Rim to open free trade
area within the region hy?the year 2020. These globalization
movements signify the dawﬁ of an era of internationalism and .
interdependence. As a consequence, the future trend towards
global village has driven us to increase the relationship with

other countries both regionally and internationally.

The advancement’' in telecommunication technology
has become a major catalyst to the globalization movement as it
enables us to understand the ways of life, the need and feeling
of our fellow human beings from every corner of the world and

thus gives us a true "international perspectives”.



Tt. gradually creates a kind of international way of living that
influences all of us and also lays a foundation for a rapid

slobalization in societies around the world.

The implications of these developments have defined the
path of development. as well as common needs and problems to which
all countries have to pay a serious attention. 1Tt is certain
that.  with this globalization current, we will see more
cooperation and compet.it.ion among countries through common rules
and regulations, and a stronger effort by every country in search

of better living of mankind.

The second trend, but of no less importance to all of us,
is the movement. toward nréating an information society with the
support. of computer and telecommunication technology that shrink
our world into electronic mail and fax machine. Computer and
t.elecommunicat.ion technoiogy not. only enable us to reach out to
each other more quickiy and conveniently, but also turn our
society into a borderless community. The information-oriented
society will certainly revolutionize our way of life and lead us
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t.o mutually understand peoples cowihg from different cultures.
F]

Having drawn ydur attention to the globalization
movement. and the. creation of information-oriented society,
I now wish to focus on the internationalization of higher
education 1in the region. If we firmly believe in the
gslobalizat.ion movement that affects every aspect of our life,
we will see the necessity for the preparat.ion of our manpower for

global compet.ence.



To achieve this goal, the internationalization of education system
at. all levels is essential. Higher education in particular should
be more responsive to the global trend and provide prospective
sraduates with diversified academic and cultural surrounding as to

enrich and enhance their "global awareness". ¥ s.owmesre/ceres
L

In this regard, language and communication have become a
very important component. in higher learning. Future citizens are
t.o acquire proper skills 1in international language as a means
of communication with foreﬁgners whé?%hey increasingly come across.
The internat.ional 1angua§e T mentioned 1include both speaking
language such as English or French, and computer language. Years
from now, T believe our education will perhaps be conducted in
a bilingual or trilingual !system so as to assure our future
senerations’ compet.ency iﬁ communication. our textbooks and

amaloni ate !
instructional media will also be produced in multiple languages.

Internat.ional environment {will be promoted at all levels of

educat.ion. our students' will also be trained to be fluent
in computer literacy as; a means of. keeping contact with their
fellow professionals around the world. Tt will also be quite
normal for our younger generations t.o learn fourth or fifth language
other than national language, English language and computer
language. Langu&ge learning wil} be made easier for them through
the use of multi-media .instructional package which can be
convenient.ly accessed hoth{at home and school. Tt will not be too
surprising to see citizehs of the future living in big cities
that will eventually becohe more and more a cosmopolitan with
people from various nationalities come to live and work together

in a truly international environment.



Aside from internationalizing our educational programs,
we also need to look into ways and means of making our
educat.ional systems more compatible and thus enhancing cooperative
activit.ies among countries. During the past decades, several
measures have been undertaken to allow greater international
academic exchanse especially among countries in Asia and the
Pacific region. Such measures include :

First., exchange of. académic staff to familiarize one
another with each country’s educational structure, administration
syst.em, and academic endeavors. Exchange programs may inelﬁde

student.s with longer duration of stay and more specific objectives.

Second, jointi cooperat.ive programs for. university
administrators and lectqrers t.o share expertise and resources
with one another on projects that reflect common needs and
problems. Many can be nnaertaken at the institutional levels with
much emphasis on joint research projects which have revealed their
significant contribution to the academic community in various

disciplines greas<

Third, institutional linkages in a form of partnership
to demonstrate institutional capabilities to work alongside their
foreign counterparts. This modality has 1increasingly been
accepted as an effective means for universities to assist one
another on a reciprocal basis when participating institutions
learn to accommodate their own needs as well as those of their
counterparts for mutual benefit, starting from Jjoint planning,

implementat.ion, and monitoring and evaluation.



ERASMUS or the European Regional Action Scheme for the
Mobility of University Students is an excellent example for us in
the region to explore further its étrengths and weaknesses and to
find out. whether similar or different modalities will fit our

communit.ies.

In Asia and the Pacific, several programs are initiated
with a view to facilitating university mobility in the region.
Aust.ralia, through the Australian Vice-Chancellors’ Committee
(AVCC) has initiated UMAP or University Mobility in Asia and the
Pacific aiming +to achievé, by extended and enhanced cooperation
bet.ween higher education ' insititutions, a better understanding
within the countries and territories in Asia and the Pacific

and thus improving the quality of higher education in the region.

Relationship wit? business enterprises will also be
fostered. In time, the%e will be "a small cost-effective
organizational structure ;for inter-country . coordination.
UMAP has already been uéll-accepted in the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation or ?APEC and its implementation is

forthcoming.

Let. me now turh your attention to the Thailand’s
policy on internationalizaiinn of higher education. 1In Thailand,
the notion of interdependent world and the network among
countries within which Thgiland being an active partner emerged
very strongly alongside tﬁe pace of economic development.. The need
for Thailand to become more internationalized in various dimensions
has eventually turned iﬂto a national priority. As a part of the
nat.ional development. scheme, higher education is being called upon

t.o respond actively to this emerging interest. of the nation.



Tn our Long-range Plan on Higher Education from
1990-2004, the element. of internationalization is heavily
emphasized with several concrete measures being proposed. The
nlt.imate npurpose is Lo inecrease the global awareness and the
international out.look of Thai universities. In order +to
achieve this goal, many concrete actions have been implemented
such as the review of academic programs that will help enrich
language proficiency of graduates and personnel to enable them
to communicate adequately with foreign counterparts; the
promot.ion of international programs in various fields
- conducted in bilingual system;: the provision of study programs
on international and cross-cultural issues; the increase and
relocation of resources to accommodate the growing international
activities; the expansion of research and development.
collaboration with foreigﬁ universitiess and the establishment
of Jjoint., international ;degree programs in various fields
particularly in science %nd t.echnology.  More importantly, the
Ministry of University Affairs has also looked carefully into the
ways and means of buildipg up structures and infrastructures to
accommodate the increasing exchange activities. Some areas

of focus are :@

1. To create common pérspectives among all parties on
the objectives and scope of eichange act.ivities, especially with
the notion that exnhange activities should be a two-way street
with all parties having something to t.each and something to learn
from each other. It is also important. that the foundation of
understanding needs to be 1laid out on the notion of mutual

sharing of resources, expertise, and experiences.



Let. me cite the project between the Thai Government and
the Canadian Tnternational Development. Agency (CIDA) in which
this notion of mutual benefits and the sharing of resources and
axpertise are strongly emphasized and very much reflected in
various project. activities involving more than 30 Canadian and
Thai Universities. For instance, not only the Thai government
provides a count.erpart. funding for the. project, but it also
encourages active exchange of faculty members and post-graduate
student.s between Canadian and Thai universities through which not
only language and cultural benefits are secured, but the academic
fruit.fulness 1is also achieved by the unique expertise of

individual universit.ies and their members involved.

2. To work outg the modalities of exchange programs,
especially the various alﬁernatives of the country-to country
or institutinn—to-instituéiun agreement. which is within-the scope
of bilateral cnoperatioé. Such programs wmay take different
forms as : exchange of ;cademic staff, Jjoint cooperative
programs and inshitutionai linkages in the form of partnership
programs. This modality has increasingly been accepted as an
effect.ive means for institutional building in which universities
can assist each other on a reciprocal basis and work closely
together in the projecﬁ. In 1995, The Ministry of University
Affairs plans to extend our institutional linkages to Israel,
China, Europe and Amefica with the aim to improve our
inst.itutional capabilities as well as  to encourage our
institutional awareness| of existing opportunities in the

int.ernat.ional arena.



3. To look at. exchange and cooperative activities from
regional and international perspective. This has led us to the
notion of networking among institutions, the issue that is
gainine wider interests among the APEC member countries. An
input. to this concept has come from the desire for multilateral
cooperation to foster human resource development,, skill training,
and technology transfer, by utilizing the existing expert.ise and
experience from institutions 1in member countries, be they
universities, research institutions, or industries. Instituﬂion
networking can be pursued on a small scale by groups of countries
with common interests in particular areas or disciplines. SEAMEO
Members have also shown strong interest. to establish networking
relationship among institutions of higher learning and research
inst.itutes as evident. in the recent reconstitution of the SEAMEO
Regional Center for Higher Education and Development. (RIHED).
There is also a promising trend towards utilizing such regional
network to strengthen the existing partnership with universities
in Europe and North America. For example, Thai universities may
work with partner institution in the United States to set up a
regional training center in certain areas to serve countries in
the rapidly recovering Indochina. Such idea may not be too far-
reaching since there have already been talks among countries in
this region regarding the needs and possibilities for such

inst.itut.ional network.

Lett. me further elaborate a little bit about. recent
developments under some regional bodies. This coming April, MUA
will hold a meeting on "ASEAN University Networking" to be

participated by all ASEAN members from related ministries and



universities. Discussion has been made for quite a while on the
est.ablishment. of an ASEAN University, yet without success. Only
recent.ly has it. been agreed that university networking be a more
appropriate set-up. In this meeting therefore it is expected that
universities in ASEAN will create a better flow of information
among themselves. MUA has indeed valued such initiatives and
will be prepared to secure some start-up budget, particularly at

the try-out. period.

MUA has also seen SEAMEO RIHED as another avenue to
promote academic Cooperation in the region. Thai Center under
the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization has
sained support from all the nine members which include six ASEAN

and three TIndochina cnuntrﬁes.

Though SEAMEO RIHED has .ust been reconstituted and in

its TInterim Period, it hhs earned a repution as a regional body
i

to potentially strengthen further academic cooperation at the

higsher education level.

On APEC, MUA has also been participating in its Working
Group on  Human Resource Development. and APEC Education Forum.
Thai higher education institutions have been informed of the
practice of cost sharing, and found it worthwhile to participate

in such APEC activities as seminars, training and research.

MUA has also played a role by proposing and coordinating
a research project on "Modalities of University-Industry

Cooperat.ion in the APEC Region". It is hoped that the outcomes



of the projectt will be a baseline information for APEC
members when setting up their respective APEC Study Centers
which will help accelerate the academic cooperation and exchanges

among the member countries.
Dist.inguished scholars, ladies and gent.lemen:

I would like to conclude that the_intérnatinnal educat.ion
is the crucial means of bringing count}ies of different social
and economic backgrounds closer together to enjoy the sharing
of experiences and expertise in regional development process.
The main objective of cooperative and exchange activities is to lay
a foundation for our future generation to enjoy peaceful and
productive coexist.ence among countries in the region. 1In thé
case of Thailand, with a strong policy support from the Thai
government., and the awareness of the Thai University community in
regard to internat.ionalizat.ion of education, t.he prospects
for international and regional collaboration are promising. It is
hopeful that the future will only bring about clearer concepts
and perspectives on internationalization of higher education and
also more diversified measures for the advancement of international

education among universities in this region.

Thank you.



